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Cavallaro
C h i l d r e n ’s S t o r y
In the small woods behind  
everything, the m o th er  lifted 
her hand  to each tree branch
as if it w ould  be kissed. H e 
waited his turn. H id  himself as 
a birch. As an effigy. Was one,
now. W h e n  no th in g  was left 
to lead o u t  o f  the trees, the story 
ended. We lived through  the w inter
by sparing. W h a t  we could spare 
was needed for kindling.
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